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Any tithe of cattle or of sheep, any that passes under the
staff; the tenth one shall be holy to Hashem, (27:32)

The mishnah in Bechoros (9:7) describes the procedure for
tithing new born animals; the entire flock of animals born during
the past season is put into a corral. A narrow opening is made to
assure that the animals can only be counted one at a time. Then
‘he owner begins to count them with a staff: One, two, three, four,
five, six, scven, eight, nine. The animal which exits tenth is
marked with a red dye and the owner announces, “This one is
maaser.”’

This procedure is followed whether one has ten new
animals or ten thousand. The flock is lined up and tallied in this
time-consuming manner. Couldn’t a more efficient way be found

to calculate the maaser? This uestion ieger
Gordon, Rosh Yeshivah of Telshe in Lithuania, On a fundraising

mission, he once approached a wealthy industrialist seeking a
sizeable donation for his yeshivah. The man gasped in disbelief
when Rabbi Gordon asked for a five hundred ruble donation.
“Rebbe, do you know how much five hundred rubles is? [ can gjve
you fifty rubles or maybe even one hundred. But five hundtec‘i?
How can you request so much?” asked the man, obviously in
distress. :

Rabbi Gordon replied, “Are you familiar with the
procedure of taking maaser from new bom animals?”

“Surelv. rebbe.” he answered. ) _
“Listen, you're a businessman.” said Rabbi Gordon.

“Wouldn’t it have been more i all the apj
and\rm_—/_immmﬁﬂmuwmxwm
Torah require the owner to count them one at a time? It could take
a large flock owner many hours to tithe the thousands of new born
animals he has. Isn’t it the height of inefficiency to do it in such a
drawn-out manner?” :

The rich man was at a loss to answer this obvious question.

Rabbi Gordon replied, “Let me explain it to you, If the
‘Torah would tell a wealthy Jew to add up all his animals and then
remove 10% of them, the person would be hard pressed to comply.
Therefore, the Torah prescribes the method of counting one’s
flock. ‘One for me, two for me, three for me, four for me... eight
for me, nine for me... and one for Hashem.” The same procedure
starts again. ‘One for me, two for me...nine for me...and one for

11:03:09

Hashem.” Aftcr a whil€, The owner wil] even feel a bit ashamed at
tak\iﬁg so much for himself and giving so little to Hashem. _That
will motivate him to s i ' —i
gratitude for how much he himself has, This psychological insight
will make 1t easier for the person to willingly fulfill his obligation.
My friend, Hashem has blessed you with great wealth. Among
your many assets are factories, real estate, and shipping lines.
Look how much you have. So why can’t you give 500 rubles back
to Hashem?”

There are_people who find it difficult to be charitable and
share their good fortune with the needy. By contemplating the

many blessin ave, it wouldn't be so hard for to
part with some of these blessings to help the less fortunate.

——— .

18-05-2011 i

Lau P oy



